
Considering a Tree Change? 

Here’s 9 Things You 
Need to Know to Build 
Your Family Home



For many young families, the hustle and bustle of city 

life can become a little too much sometimes. Who needs 

the added stresses of traffic, noise and parking problems 

when you’ve already got kids to raise? If you’re feeling the 

need to slow down and settle, a ‘tree change’ might be the 

best option – but choosing to build a new home in a new 

place can be very overwhelming and is a decision that 

requires careful consideration.

Create a dynamic and 
Multi-purpose floorplan

1. 
A considered floorplan is the key to your home’s longevity. It’s crucial 
to consider not only your present needs but the long-term function-
ality of the house. Your floorplan should be dynamic and adaptable 
to whatever the future holds – after all little kids won’t stay little kids 
forever!

One clever trick is to build a study next to the master bedroom. This 
provides a room for babies within earshot of their parents until they’re 
old enough to move into their own bedroom, ideally built far away 
from the master for maximum peace and quiet. Once your children 
grow into teenagers, it can be changed back into a study where they 
can read, do homework or just relax.



As a family business who 
have spent the past decade 
building and renovating homes,               
L. O’Grady Constructions knows 
what it takes to build a home 
where your family can thrive and 
grow. Your family will transform 
over the years and your home 
should be versatile enough to 
accommodate those changes. 
Making such a big decision can 
be daunting, but these expert 
tips are designed to make your 
‘treechange’ a little easier!



Storage is vital2. 
We get it – planning your home of the future is exciting. Planning 
storage spaces is not. But what happens when your little family of 
three becomes an almost grown-up family of five, and your previously 
spacious house starts feeling cramped and overrun with… well, 
things.

You’re going to wish you’d gone with that extra built-in wardrobe in 
the hall. Or that larger linen closet. You definitely should’ve added 
bigger robes to the kids’ bedrooms.

Our point is – storage options aren’t always at the forefront of our 
minds when building a new house. But overlook it at your own risk, as 
any family with kids is going to require a lot of storage to keep their 
home clean and clutter-free.



Build for longevity3. 
Your new home is an investment. Money spent on quality 
materials is money well spent, as it will guarantee that your 
home ages gracefully with your family. Choosing high-quality 
timbers, polished concrete and materials appropriate to your 
climate will ensure that your home stands the test of time. 

But anyone with a family knows that time isn’t the only test 
your home will face. Young children can act like a one-
person wrecking crew, marking walls, smashing glass and 
spilling whatever they can get their little hands on. Unless you 
can afford regular cleaners, avoid anything too delicate or 
unpractical – it isn’t worth the headache. Before you consider 
crisp white tiles, black basins, plush carpets or timber vanity 
benchtops, think about the mess that children make. Being 
practical about material choices will greatly improve your 
home’s durability.



Make the most of your 
outdoor spaces

4. 

When designing your new home, make sure that creating 
an inviting outdoor space factors into your plans – after all, 
you’re making a tree change for a reason. Give your family 
every opportunity to take in the fresh country air by building 
an outdoor living area. Durable seating is a must to withstand 
the seasons, ideally positioned around a barbeque or outdoor 
table for entertaining during warmer weather. When winter 
approaches, think about installing a fire pit – not only will it 
extend the time you can spend outdoors, it provides a great 
central focus feature.

One of the major perks of leaving urban life behind is the 
abundance of land you’ll likely find yourself with. Kick back with 
a drink on your outdoor lounge and watch the kids frolic and 
play in a sandpit, cubby house or even pool. Finally, complete 
your personal outdoor oasis by ensuring that there is plentiful 
shade.



Build for longevity5. 
Home orientation is an element of passive design that, when 
executed correctly, can benefit your living experience in a 
number of ways. Positioning your home to take advantage of 
the natural elements will give it the capacity to be easily cooled 
and heated depending on the season. Not only will this save 
you money on bills, but it will ensure that your spaces remain 
bathed in natural light. 

In a countryside setting, it makes sense to angle your living 
areas in a direction that maximises the view. Design your home 
in harmony with your surrounds to make the most of your tree 
change by establishing a connection with the landscape.



6. 
These are a fantastic way to create a seamless flow between indoor 
and outdoor zones. Easily achieved by choosing a space immediately 
adjacent to the outdoors, these spaces should be accessible to the 
backyard and combine shade and shelter with natural elements. 
Incorporate plants and greenery from the yard into a sheltered, 
furnished area to create a peaceful place to relax or entertain in when 
the weather is right. We guarantee your kids will love this area, which 
is perfectly suited to hosting messy birthday parties. Just be sure to 
choose flooring that can be easily cleaned, such as tiles or polished 
concrete!

Design an indoor/
outdoor space



We all know that trends and personal tastes 
change over time and opting for reliable classics is 
always a more sensible choice. While we apologise 
for echoing this somewhat overdone sentiment, we 
do feel the need to emphasise that it rings dou-
bly true when doing something as permanent as 
building a home. Exercising restraint and opting for 
design elements that never go out of style has the 
potential to save you a lot of trouble (and money) 
in the long run – remember those impractical spa 
baths that were all the rage in the 90s?

In the same vein, while that fluffy pink carpet may 
be gorgeous for your new-born baby girl, what are 
the chances she’s still going to like it when she’s 
thirteen? We recommend quality materials over 
flashiness, with neutral tones on any permanent 
fixtures that will be difficult to alter, such as flooring 
and basins. Focus on elements like symmetry and 
focal points in each room, and save your daring 
choices for the furniture and decorative art.

7. Timelessness 
over trending



Open place living makes 
life easier

8. 
One of the most common reasons for 
undertaking a tree change is to slow 
down the pace. Designing a home that 
embraces open-plan living is a great way 
to achieve this. For busy parents having 
to juggle a million things at once, keeping 
a constant eye on the children can be 
tricky. Planning your home to ensure that 
the kitchen has a good view of the living 
area and back yard will remove the need to 
dash frantically from room to room to make 
sure nothing has been spilt or broken! 
Installing a kitchen island bench can also 
serve multiple purposes as a quick meal 
area, homework zone or the perfect spot to 
debrief about your day.

Beyond supervising the kids, open plan 
living just feels good. It’s conducive to 
letting in natural light, never feels cramped 
or stuffy and is ideal for socialising. Use 
furniture and decorations to create flexible 
zones and enjoy spending quality time with 
your family over a meal, movie or board 
game.



9. Be aware of rural
roadblocks

For instance, if you’re in a area where there aren’t 
sewer pipes, you’ll need to invest in a septic 
system that can cost between $10,000-$20,000, 
not to mention the cost of annual servicing.

You’ll also need to understand that your new 
home will also be subject to the BAL rating 
(Bushfire Attack Level). This rating measures 
the severity of a building’s potential exposure 
to ember attack, radiant heat and direct flame 
contact. This often requires you to build with 
certain materials and if you’re in particularly 
bucolic surrounds, you may need to take extra 
steps (which will result in additional costs) 
to protect your home and the surrounding 
environment.

The local council will also need to approve your 
build, including the removal of any trees you 
want to clear on your block. This can be costly 
and timely process, so using a local builder that 
has been through this process before can help 
identify some of the roadblocks you’re likely to 
come up against.

The comforts of 
city-living that you 
took for granted may 
be harder to come 
by in rural areas, as 
there may not be the 
same efficient water, 
sewer, gas and 
electrical systems in 
place when building 
your family home. 



PO Box 859
Gisborne VIC 3437

Get in touch
Designing and building a home that is dynamic enough to 

evolve with your family’s changing needs can be a stressful 

endeavour – but it doesn’t have to be. If you’d like some local, 

expert guidance from a dedicated team who knows what it 

takes to build the perfect family home in a rural area, get in 

contact with L. O’Grady Constructions!


